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Winnie crashes launch

, THE who's who turned - ?
- out for the launch of the

y. of Cape
‘Njabulo

~ Ndebele’s:. book:
Wmme Nﬁdﬁzela—Mandela_
e

Mande?d, alfhongh: ts' not a
ual account of her life but'a

- novel in which the characters
have 1magmary conversatlons
cwith her -

' |She took to the: occasion w1th
" her usual stately aplomb. Despite

- arriving and leaving witheut any
. fanfare with. her entourage of
less:

- vbodyguards; séemmgly
. obtrusive than usual It S a]l inthe

o attitude.

'She looked ma}estlc in a bright.
red suit with a floorlength skirt
and beaded headband.

“She needs a new bag. That's a

very old Chanel but it's a day bag -

"and it's looking worse for wear,”
muttered the woman standing
beside me: She begged me not to
use her name. Suffice to say she’s
20-something, has a fab market-
ing job and is clearly one to whom

c]udmg'_ a

Madikizela-Mandela ' might ' not
recognise herself in his novel.
“ltis an interpretation of a life

and not a life itself,” he said in his '
address. Aﬂerwards he told me -
he hoped she would take the

book in the spirit in which it was
written. .

Like Madikizela-Mandela, Nde-
bele’s wife, Mpho, was alsoinred,
but a far more relaxed outfit of a
below-the-knee T-shirt adorned
with a graphic.

She runs an events company in
Cape Town with her eldest
daughter, Nonikiwe,
member of the family not present
at the launch. .

e Makhaola, a budding writer like
:  his dad (he wrote many of the
: comedy sketches for SABC2's

h i
ibing:
_ Dube onMonday) smiled and said

" her as one of the most important
figures in contemporary South
“African history, Ndebele said

the only

. Her other “daughter, attrac

i flne arts graduate Mamello, who

has: thin waist-length braads, isa

' ‘freelance ' photographer who
spent the evening clicking away.
© . And friendly  actor: . son,

he had “quite a nice role” in Yizo
Yizo 3but didn’t think it was right
to say much more at this stage.
Actor Basil Appollis,in a flow-
ing black robe, had no such
qualms. He has ousted Tobie

Cronije from his traditional role as. .

the Dame in Janice Honeyman's
annual pantomime and, with
eight performances a week, said:
“By the end of the year, at least I'll
be thin!” _

This year it’s Cronje’s turn to
be the giant in Jack and the
Beanstalk.

Contrary to the stuffy image
they might project, book launch-
es — if not riotous — are often
raucous affairs. .

Fred Withers, managing direc-

of book about her
 GILLIAN

tor of Exclusive Books — still: |

reeling from one customer ques-
tioning the political timing of the

book’s release — joked that he .

was trying to cultivate the con-

cept that just keeping books be-
side one’s bed was as good as-

actually reading them. He is con-
vinced that books can be ab-
sorbed by osmosis.

The book’s publisher Jeremy

; Boxame of New Africa Books (for-

merly David Philip), the quietly

dishy son of the famols Alex,.

former politician. and ~deputy

chairman of the: truth commi's'-—“l

sion, could only agree.

Guests
Eleanor Sisulu; Johncom chair-
man, Mashudu Ramano, in a
black ¢mandarin-collared suit;
lovelife’s Mandla Sibeko, now
sporting a goatee; Brigalia Bam,
chairman of the electoral commis-
sion who was the guest speaker;
project manager Anisa Mills with
marketing exec Jerome Small; and
actress Motshabi Tyelele, a family

. friend of the Ndebeles.

Another actress, and former
grooming school boss, Tselane
Tambo, all in black with maroon
and white shoes (and was that a

. genuine :Louis Vuitton bag?)

laughed and said she had
received loads of negative press
in the past. “It’s a good thing my
self-esteem is intact,” she added.
Tambo was there with her friend,
Viwe Mgudlwa, who has an un-
usual profession. -

“I'm a trained analyst,” he said
in his US drawl — he lived mNew
York for 16 years.

included Max and

NOVEL IDEA: Winnie Madikizela-Mandela signs Charles Ashby’s copy of The Cry of Winnie Mandela, a novel which University

of Cape Town’s Vice-Chancellor Njabulo Ndebele has written about her life

“Oh, a psychologist?” I asked.

“I am a trained analyst in fash-
ion trends,” I was informed.

That means that Mgudlwa is
involved in what he called “the

hard lines” of accessories and
footwear for a leading chain
store.

Thought the crowd was ultra-
prestigious, but Mpho Ndebele

i wasn’t convinced. She said she
thought the turnout at the previ-
ous week’s launch at the Baxter
Theatre in Cape Town was better.

The host of bigwigs there had
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included pa:li_amentéfy Speakér

Frene Ginwala, Education Minis-
ter Kader Asmal and Communi-
cations Minister Ivy Matsepe-
Casaburri.



