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L O é’zgee cour é es.are gzesemzy e?gﬁgeé in q massive ?fﬁgmﬁ"me %G pmd?@e ,
erofessionai people. In ?ae%és such ‘s teaching, medicine, fechnology, agww?i’wze;
and enginesring, buf none %Gve made any s gm%s cant @i?:}ﬂ‘s towards sending some
sivdents abroad fo study music, 5;}@655:?‘: and drama, and @ 0, A few pe«op;e have
Leen frained for §‘Gd§u; whzf”ﬁ is. s*ﬂ% nof f:m agfecrwe means *?z::}f {zrigs?i-c expression, |
There gsrs:}pesmi* are $evem§ reasors. for this, one of the mﬁs% ;mpcﬁ&gzi* being the = |
lacke of a sufft cientiy large number of séadems talented in the aris fo warsant any -
wide scale programme t6 have %E@m trained Ancther pmf-zbse reczsowg' which is
disastrous %%}%@Agn and thiough, is that the daveicpmerﬁ* of art is not as important
s the b‘;bdif'&ﬁi of a bridge, ?h;s neglects the fact that meani ngf’ﬁ development
can be achieved only when ‘every human activity is developed, ‘Uniformity is the
word, Again, this ottitude should rake *ci’e &? ’? S E? 0?55 mimdscﬂaﬁ to: "”{be
Jse of ?ﬁe‘%a}' and the Use ef *;s’ FrelsmMs o0 o e

The peg}@ie which’ ceases 1o care for s | s?eam* *i‘ﬂ"@!l’i’ﬁ‘“}{iﬁ
‘becomes barbafzcg the pecple which f;eases ‘fo produre literature -
ceases To move in thought and se%*baw “The pc@iry of o

"?ei}pi ‘takies its Tifé from the people’s speezzﬁ and-in"
Tgives 1ifero ity und représents its highest point of wonsclousness,
i its g:ea?es; pc;sWer t:mc? zis most deiam e seﬁss%zzaéy '

S0 w%‘e%a ci,; we. %::egm._.. : Tt -
A sfzm can be made from Ezfo ?chﬁs paez‘r@ ‘*%“%agg?f §eiwy : Mayber&y“ : The
fmt? mem cspens z%uz ' I TIL I L DL S :

. For f%re@ years “out cf key with his ?m@e
He'strove fo resuscitate the dead art
OFf poetry; o mmsnmgs tthe siblime?
“in %he ot d sense Wromg from the start =nom o

?awd lr:zrfzeﬂ?ﬂ z%}e szde of E m %"har si*":__ioef‘ }f reﬂmeé *{} pctr% with ffﬁc:imc
steadfastiy laboured fo adjust g’%mfei?;es to mades, of zzgid tradition, |
: cgggw%imwes Pom’sé was coirect in ?r"}n*zg i“o z@wﬁ* Ggamsi' the i}ﬂf_
of his seif, more so bec:msse Er‘gﬁash Literature had such o long and ri
1 é?mi i was only logical for it o desire toiexplore new wa
_ es in the new Tand offered by néw standards of living an
"J"i%?v}safz agree to regard art as an: em%u%mm;y entiry that con’b
. and; aesthetic moment. ir %‘He fime of which if is a pméiic%g r
§ 5 z% canbe: feﬁd;iy see:’a_f&cﬁ“ 4; fc;; o oF cz o in Africo st :
luxury of which Paur’!c:i wonted to aval mmsei? F@f’ A?;!m’
Ficant written fradition behind i, The ;wt*h s% this goes so far
the alferation, iw th due; respacﬁ} of Pound’s f:iaf ;me ef fhe s’ic:rzzc:é
{’%fcm the start) :
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from the vast store of African myths, religion, superstitions and moral codes that are
being unearihed by the day, but should also not lose sight of his dufy to the times

in which he lives, This is far from glorifying the past in a desperate bid to escape
from he realities of indusirialization and, consequently, urbanisation, In simple
terms, it means drawing inspiration from the myth of how Doondari created the World
from o drop of Milk, instead of from Genesis and the sybsequent roming of Adom and
Eve; it means using the moon as the Holy Missile of Love, rather than the rosey if
means recognising to the fullest extent, the interdependence of man and the earth,
the animate and the inaninate in what is termed the "highest consciousness”. The
far-reaching social and psychological implications of this move are implied in Uil
Befer’s introduction to his "The Origin of Life and Death";

There is hardly an African schoolchild today who
is not familiar with the biblical creation myths, but
how many of them have been taught the creation
stories of their own people?

a

This implies that a people which realises iself in itself, in its own surroundings to the
depths of the subconscious level of existence, is healfhier and more self-confident by
far psychciogical, than a people which realises itself in, and idenfifies itself with
foreign cities and foreign moral codes that only serve to disrupt the social balance.,
This can only be achieved on a very wide scale through literature and music, The
important thing fo realise is that environment works subconsciously on an individuai;
he only rationalizes his posiiion when he becomes consciously aware of if.  This
consciousness is the privilege of the ariist and the professional critic, it is this cons~
clouscess which the cosual reader yields o subconsciously and helps to malke him
cocept himself, EXPRESSION aims, in several ways at increasing this consciousness,

We hope 1o organise competitions the highest prize of which will be the joy of
having produced the best in artistic expression, We hope that one day we shall be
‘nsirumenial in forming o writer's associafion for the three couniries, so that budding
writers may, through regular conferences, derive comfort in the knowledge that
they are not isolated, The conferences would channel all efforts info an organised
pattern.  We need hardly say that this, presently, is a dreany the immediafe realify
is in striving to unearth the talent that seldom or never finds occasion to express itself,

EXPRESSIOMN has, since ifs incepiion, been a pictureless Magazine, In view of
this, we invite budding artist fo send us good pictures of their paintings and sculptures,

and lino-cuts.  We believe this wauid be both to our advantage and fo the artist’s,

Finally, to alter {with due respect), & quotation from President Kennedy's grect
inaugural Speech, we wish, once again, to stress the fact that we in Africa should
presently Mask not what art can do for us, but what we can do for art.”

P S. EXPRESSION has been taken over from the Literary Circle by the UB.L.S,
Engiish Socieiy, hence the delay in the publication of this volume. Delay has also
been hecause of a lack of articles and financial difficuities, In view of the latter,
EXPRESSION welcomes donations to assisi in ifs continued existence., We wish also
to stress that the views of the contributors, are not necessarily those of the Editor,
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