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- Women like
Wmme

; THE CRY OF WINNIE MANDELA i
by Njabulu S Ndebele (DaxLPhﬂlp; '

NJABULO S ‘Ndebele’s latest work, The Cry of W‘nnm
- Mandela,is nota biography but a factional contemplation
" |'of the theme of African women waiting for the return of
their men — dispersed for reasons of work, exile, study. .
Ndebele, the distinguished - author of Fools and Other
! Stories spins The Cry around the lives of four women who,
| like Penelope i in Homer s cpm walted for the rclu.m of the;r
'OdysseuSes.- :
Years on, suitors came for Pene!ope
1&]1” ‘and was rewarded in the end.
| ATl four '-"womeu in Ndebele’s ta!c however, break

“She spnrned them

ieme_ss’; imd tbe'."last
emotionally abandons
her sleep around ilus—.

par

“him at that nmc) i
5 ‘other words they are
‘more faithful, as it has
for the longest time be;en expected by society. Yet they too
{'change and stray, albeit sometimes after years of hope and
| the death of what was. As such, one of the women asks:,
I HAre Wereally agathering of wamng women ora gathermcr
of women in mourning?”. . '
‘Purged by their pamﬁﬂ solﬂoqu:es they proceed to talk
 about Winnie (as in Maximise) —the woman who waited in
| public. And eventually they prod her for her take on
wamng ‘What starts as a quest to understand Winnie ends
“in what sounds like an indictment. And Winnie ‘herself
{'muses fhat maybe she should have waited outside the
. prison gates for her man. Instead, she went in to get him —

 a revolutionary act altogether m—Penelopc -like. ;
' Ndebele evidently . d1d not interview Madikizela- Man-
dela; nor did he get her blessing for his particular factional

' take on how she experienced waiting. The Cry, therefore,
is a bold plunge that will generate debate, or at least

frowns.
; S X Cornelius Thomas



