CATy e /w']/ 7)”

Shai shies away from stardom

he "browed in South

Africa" movie Fools is

alpzcly on che cinema
eircuit, but that does nol inask
my fascination with securiog an
terview with itz lead actor,
Patrick Shai, o premicr actor by
any definition.

Shai, whose stope of works in
Mim. television and theatre,
includes the Souch African-
wade big sereen movies Taaa o
Sausto, Place of weeping aml Cery
the Refoved Country, 8z well us
TV productions Bopahulo ke
semphiekgo and African skies is
by no muans 2 ywelght in the
lacal showbusiness ind the
rough 'n tmble ares sphen:,

Cynics, seeptics and fans
would agyee that it has become
diflicult to talk aboue acting, in

particudar television and big
sereen in South African terms,
withuutl mentioning his name.

I wras surprisixl upon meeting
Shal that he did not project the
image of the hig showbiz sear.
Rather, he seemed to be a coal
and composad fella who, were it
not for his Gimons face. could
easily have passed as just anncher arty
type hanging around Time Suuare.

Right now, only ane thing holds his
fascinadon; the movie Fonls.

Shai plays the lead - Zamani - &
onee-celebrated teacher in Charteston
tovmship who had given-all ke had
farnily and community respect - to
booze and had then raped a
schaalgirl.”

“Playing that role was close to my
heart, becausc Wscher Zamam 18 not
memly an gbscract cheuacter, Rather,

ACTOR ALONE. .

Zamanivepresents thousanis of great
me: eaehers. lavwyers and
professional types, of all hues, who
have surrendered their
responsibilities to a botrle of whisky
or two ¢ans of beer,™

Shai said he was attracted by ils
story e

“I never looked al Foolsas 2 job hut
A Journey.

“It theiliext iee 1o work whith buzzing
young talent like Hlomla Dandala and
Thembi Seete of Boom Shaka, One

—

. Fatnek Shai, wha plays the flead
n the movie Focls. prefers not to be thought of as a
u.'.k., iy

learns o lut Lrom working with
mexpenenx.ed but cager: 1o
know youth,” he explained.

Shui said the movieappealed
o him because of a
comhination of the staryling
(coming from the sharp mind
of Profecsor Njabule Ndebele),
the direction by the Paris-
hased Natal-born Ramadan
Suleman and its marketing by
an encrgetic Nedgling
company IQ Formulae.

=15 1t s exeiting to film our
own stories with na Hollywond
miidance.

“The movie was a
therapeutic expericnes
hecause it is always a relicl (o
engage in South African
soories which have no
“Amandla!” as the rallving
cry.”

Shai is concerned thal many
aclors derive pleasure from
basking in glory rather than
performing oo their full
polential.

"It is importanl to have a
sense of direction in popular
culture,” he says, adding that
he had been a lucky o
throughont his career.

"Many youngsiers,” he 3ays, “have
surcumbed to the ‘celebrity” label -
which is nothing but egos out of
control, in pursuit lor a Navonr of the
month stardom . .

Shai, who chonses his srork
carefully before he engages himaelfin
it. feels tha term celebrity is misused
in South Africa. =1 dan't consider
myself one. I am, Patrick Shal the
actor and noching elag".



