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Ihe oy knocked Emidly oo the door,
while u big fOufty deg sniffead ar his
ankles, Thar dog made him wnoessy; he
wad afrald of srange dogs. This made
him anxiouws Ly @ lnte the howuse ax
soon a5 possible. Byl thers wes po
AW '.'.-"'.E knock. Should ke sinnpl
tarn the doos koo s get inf

wonid The Propheress sy ? Would she
cupse himr Fle= was nob sure now which
he feased oocre: was B The Proplheoess
or the dog? M he stood longer chere at
the door, the |:I-::-__i-_I |'.:iil | socner Jecide
that he was up ™ soms mischicl afrer
all, 1 he lely, the dog might decide he
was unning away, And Ve Prophetess

TR T .

What

Whar wouodlc £ XY
-:.;}:'_1::_1 che door o Dind go ooe there?
She rught deelde someore had been
+nr_:-l:ng. and would sueely s2nd Ijl:h‘rn'.ru
alter the wow. But then, leaving would
also h'_-'i1'|__r tht ||-::-_'.- avaitlier '_1':'.;.':.]¢1rr: he
wiruld have oo leave without the haoly
water thar lits sick mothey hed senr b

Lizr.
Ther: wax  Sometving '-'r.|r.|-!_'i:.
acguing  about z Propbeiess and

holy water. All thar one was to do, the
b-:.-'_.-' had so0 many times heaed in
strects of the oownship, was Gl o boole
with waterand tuke it 0o The Prophetess,
She would chen lay lwr hasds on the
sprtle and pray. And the warer would
be holy. And would have
curing powers, Thar's what bis mother
had safad too.

.

the walep

The boy knockod sgain. this time
wrilr more urgrney Mes b frad oo O
carciul not po annoy The Prophotess, It
WS getbing darser and che -'I-::-__i-_I

concnued to sniff st Lis ankles. The
Loy vghrened bia gop rovieal the neck of
tae hostle he bad jwer 10ed with amater
trom che street tup an the other side of
the steeer, just opposite The Propleiess’
houge. e woeld ki the-dog wich this

boogris Whes's miore i g T = |

Ly OV eOf wmoTh b2 a= g

glass. Bot what would The Prophersss
gavf She would probebly curge him
The boy knocked again, bar this rime he
heard the falnt volce of n woman:

"Kenal' the vodoe said

Ihe boy quickly marmed the koob
anel rlur;h-rel:l. The doge did not _1.'ii.".I-:E.
And the dog prowled

3 a1d
agan &ld Pd

Winl R

The boy tureed

the Enob fhed Thi e

I g IT snar |
kpocked franpcally, Then ke heapd the
Lol shoot back, ane clesur
open to tevesl durkpess, Half of che

e |

e 8 sharp bk, and thc boF

AW e

llustrated by Gamakhulu Diniso
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the dark, The boy Celt ol fur of the dog
lresh pas lis :"h 2t thi d:'-_;l hizrried 1t
1 y P

rh= a wreels

L 1 1 £

The bov wondsered whothce
wonran wad Uhe Prophet=ss. Bur ng he
Wi '.'.-'-n-l:'"l-l;_ rhe g hirughicd past
b alowly this cioe. In splre of
hivns=l¥, rhe how felt n pleasnl, g ALLp
sensidsian wid a slight warmeh whese che
tur of the -'I-'\-; had roochoes oo, The

FTHAT]

R R T R
W IETER S oW EsE I & T
seasarod ligpered, poing up lo tie back

SCCMUE TO JACEML it
Then he shiversd for nn iestant, and the
sensin e disuppeaced, shaken off in the

af rE reck anad

e B e ] e T

bl anvalunlary wrero
Tar smay nut!’ shouted the wom
and added, “this & not at the wl

s '..._..‘._ i - = P
eather shos receding into the dark

room. The woman sl L MOVINE
awuy [rom the door, the boy thought.
e Forlinesed ber intu the hoase

Close the deor,’ ordered the woman
whn was still moving somewhers in the

dark. But the bov had slrepdy done so

Althougn 1t was geiting dark ourside,
- e 2 e e
200 D T ng LT It DX ITF
wanrmg light inro the room. The cortains

had mot ver heen dravin, Was ic a last

chiveh effot o save candles? the by
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marier had seclded
him many tomes foe hgbiieg up belore
HERETEE r-':n'plr::ve' ¥ dark.

The boey looked instinctively  roe
witreds rhe dall lighr coming in through
the window., He was anxzious, thoogh,
dbuul where che woman was now,
Would she think he was
atrald when she cawpbt hin leoking
vul tor the liphe? Bur che thick, darls,
green lezves of vine cunside. luoping
lazily against the window, abtracied
and held lum like 2 spell, Thers was oo
cambars in that Ight L omercly o
reinded the oy ol L Coar, vely 2 Tow
munutes agn, when he walked onder
that dark turnel of vine which arched
oy the path [eom the gane
cousr. e had cdarzel not touch thar
vime anpd i oeowndess velvery, black,
ard quicy grapes thar hung semptingly
withon reach. or rested luscicesly wn
Silsnuerte

weorizdlercd . Ths

Lhe carl.

e the

forked  branches.
the darkening sumnzer 2hy. the beoch-
prapes had each lonked Bie a

ﬁi_'ﬂ'-"l Ly

s ul
cluster of small balle parowing dowa
Tu i point lke concs

‘Tn't meuch thar wine!
'-’-'H.I'I'.i.'l.!.: alimst everyone i Charter-
ston township knew. It was said that
the wine was all cozecd wath thick,
nvisible pipe, And that was how The
Fropheress caught all those who sl
uut i rhe night o stesl her prapes.
And they would be glecd thoerne e e
mnan T for

was the

vie,  and wouald  be
Fargivensse chroughour the eold nighs,
uatll the mormng, when The
phoesese wonld come nur of the hapsse
with the fiver vays of the sun, raise her
arimg wels the sky, amd sav: "Away,
away, snful man; g and =0 po
matel” Suddenly. the thiel would L
tree, and would walk away fecling o
driil e lease thar mumed hie ‘nto A
new man. TAAT ving; it wes oo the Lips
of  everyone
SUTTITE

Cne day when the bov had played
tewani with b of s Prignds, ane
they aere coming back from wown by
Tous, adizles e she  bus
arguing ahour The Prephetess’ vine,
The e was s ol thar nowns hard Jor
move, The chree van:
tricnds.  baving given chewr scats to
adlulis pressed apainst cach ather inoa
line_ in the miidie of the
ciulel see Tt of the sasenpers,

W VO & S0 Can TOAD Aveay Do
that glhie,” sad 2 mll, dark man who

Free-

i the wwnslnpg every

LT L WETo

AN T

bz aned

bhad high checklmnes. His  woullen
halzchiora 74 aas 5 careless hi."a'p on ks
Oead. His mooswche, whizh lad been
rolled anta teo semmiociceular
made him ook fiecec, Aand
when he gesticulaced with s te lunch
b, he lonied Dierecs stil.

WY quescion s ouly uoe.” sal s g
worman whowss b arms vesred chickly

Tincly
A0rme,

o a bundie of washing on hes lap
Mave v eyer secn & Perscn caugil
there? Just azswer that ane guestion,”
Sovw spelee wirk tinalios, and chrew her
deflant  secpricisin
reecding scene o men
s work in 5j'1;{:' file.

outside 21 the
cviling hame
The hus
mwesd s clese e them thar the hoo
lid Feareed the men r_'il;;h' EeT hit

1 have Reaed of a silly chap that got
cauglt!’ dechresd a voung man at the
Bieck ol the bus He was sitting wick
athers on the Inng seat af the roare of
the ks, They had all zlong hecn
I:||'.|:I"r.|__r amnis e-v:hang_'ng »itgld jr:ln_-s_
The voung man, wih thizh ligs and
sod cpes, wi applying, as he sprlbe,
the final couches of salva with his
Tongus, 1o i ol

Whon?!
‘Exacty when, | sav? Whoe was tha
Picncn?

“These things realy happea” said a
geaeral chorus of women,

Thar's what 1 knoew, ' enconsed the
man with the balaclava, and thepaddead,
You gee the problem wich
waormezr 1% that they well not lsten:
rhey hawe 10 nppose a marn, They st
Dwve L’

‘What js that man saving now?'
asked  ancihice Ths
startedd et very well, byt rhis road von
are oo taking will et us Lo

That's what I'm SIYIME T, i
rhe big woman adjusting ber bandlc of
wiiliiag seoocwlhal vonncocsanily, She
'A petson shonida't Jock

asleed  rhe hir wormr,

SO

WLICTELI. matlon

rexnrinnesd -
this wav or that, ov abe o eoracr hees
Oz there Just striviphr: |
ashed A question

Face me

Ir was said thar che vine was all
coated with thick invisible glae.

And that was how The Prophetcss

caught all those who stole out in
the night to stcal her grapes.

These things rewly fam sand
the chorus again.

That's o, gowad lades, make vour
piing; push very strenply) shoaced the
the hack wirh mischief

FOLME THn AT
it his cves. 'Love is having women like
vow, e added muoch e the enpovmeni
il his frends, He was now _=n:u;:-kir_._1_
and his zol lovked so small between
b thock fivgers.

“Although wou have 2o respoct,
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waick rhe '7-i5__-; wioman, ‘T will ler wnn
ko that s ||'ull.q.} 15 o joke.’

‘Of course this Yis not 8 jokel’
shouled o now conteibeier, He spoke
lirmle ard in Erglen, Flis cyes seemed
e purn wich anges. He was young and
immaealaicly dressed, s white shize
cilllar resting nestly an the oollar of
bis jacker. A woung narse in her white
writform sal nexs tn lem, “The muther
thers," he continued, ‘asks T VETY
clearly whether youw have cver seen a
persen wiught by the supposed Fro-
phetess' '-1|p_7:-::-'=¢'.|1 rrap. 1lave ¥ P

'She didn't say thar, man,’ said the
voung man al the back, passing e ol
to sne of this frends, She only nsked
when this person was caught and whao
ibowas” The vouths 2l lauglcd, 1 lers
wac a lor of smoks noew at rhe back of
Ll Lrus.

A |]|.1f'_‘1:i'\;1n vas, maidd rhe hig
woran tuening her bead oo glare ac the
young man, Chavs won ever sesn A
peson caught there? That's all.” Then
she lonled patede, She scemed angry
[N[=gV

‘o't be zngry, mother sad the
voung man ar the back There was
more laughrer at the back, *1 was ol
rrving o understand,” he adde

“Acgt that's our praldem,' saxd the
immacularely dressed mar, addressing
Uhe boas, Hlis vz wics sunc and sirong,
“We laugh ar evervthing: just stopping
shore of seviousncss. I3 0t any wonder
that the white men s sull sithing o
5P The macher there asked a verr
stranghitforward  gueston, boe she s
answered 1'*:-1_-'.|:|rl':.- ahout ||'|1'j__lr; I:n_.-rprr
ing. Thea there is disrespecctul laughe
cr ul the back there, The weuth 15 veu
have mo proof, Mone of you, 1
aver seen  anyody caupht by chis
Frophowss? beves, 10 all sapersiition.
Ard su omuch abal thes Prophetess
Some of us are ored of her
arored.’

There was a stennad silenee o L
wus. Only che heavy drons of ar
cnpine strupgling with an overluaded
s could be heard. [cowas the man
with e baleclava lar who broke the

SHNC v

slsn,

sileTe,

Woeng o, e sad, by the look
nt thipgs vou must be a clever, edu
wibcd pumson, bub wvou jusl nots ome
rl'it'g_ THe 'P'Tcphﬂ:r'u; |'n'j_'H jllsT he
bezring all s, so don't be suzprised
when 5 hole of ek 'rir.__i-_' strikes Il
a bt sunny daw. And we shall be there
at wour funeral. woung man, o say
b wua browght misforiuee upon
YUt hie=rrl,”

Lhus had che disenssion ended. Bu
the bow has remembersd bow every
summist, bottles of all sizes filled with
Lgaids of all kinds of colours would
dangle from vines. peach, and apricot
Lrews e many yards i the township, Mo



ane cared stoal frain froam 1 lose eees
Wi wantad e he pleed, oshame o
a feoir tree. Steangely chweph, only
The Propheress’ irece had nn RTINS
hamgmg Croan Lheir hranches.

M bov rureod his eves away o
rie wrrdow focesed i e dagk ooom
bhis cyes had adjuseed slowly fo 1
darkness, aod he saw fhe diok Form ol
the wrmeen shulllig avway brom i,
Ahe probally wore chise slippers thad
had a flall an Lug. 1A wesrm e seonn T
v 1
came

Flicn vt e g iyt
Foecins, The WeaTE il
white doek an her Dead, The hoy s ey
Collowed the k. 10 ook o righi-
angled vurn - probably roued L tahie
Aand rhen che Jdark ferm ool ihe waldbe
s g toens, The dock stopped, and
the By beeard the sereech of o char
'r.._-\-ing r|'\;||||'|;|_ and the doelk desocidal
wemewhar anel was suill, There
silenes i e coom, The oy sondered
what res dhin Slhowld b SEOpe loit 4 ehiain #
0 shioold he souan oo Ve Flogr respaect-
fnllv? Hhould he greeer or wal e be
preeted s One pever koew ok T

i'1T|'| Wl lnarl

wils

Prapheies, Why did b nsther bave o
send him oreothes places The Lasoimal
stiarics abeut The Frophotes. o which
vhe vt wonhd add graphic detnlby as i
b lead also mer The Propheiess. wen

one rhmg: Lbut Being o her actual
prescnee was another, The Loy rlen
bhecame  oonscious of the sl of
cenphos, W sesther alaays wd

camphor whepover she complaned of
pains in her ponts Was The Prog
e vhen? Lad ske opray Tur e
water? Suidilenly, Lhe bow Felr ar case, as

Heciess

o 4OWwn

o the dizcovery rlad o prophetess conlkd

alse tewl pain somehow el Ty

caplaina bie
Tty e

slaave:d fos thiroal.

‘b npoanala,” she esponded . Alter

e proecied, Then be

& hile  while she askhed  “ls rhen
seamier lung yow want. Bl mans
it was a wery thin voire, Irowould

Iiwww been complecly deveched bad o
not been Tur oo hint ol mrodnes o o
She breathed smewhat heavily, Thoen
she covghed, cleared her theoar, amid
couglicd - apain, A mesiure ol ruugh
Jizeordant souunds filled rhe dark roam
af i wwstWThIngG was oonig oul OF her

insides, Tor sle scemed o breatbe ool

licr wough brom deep wichin her, Andd
rhe I'\...}- weopdensds it sh l::l::ll.li-'_lll."".;. L
lung,  whar Lapprn®  Woulid
::.;1|'r|'r||1|'||.l_ ol ot A |'.II'|:\.-;:- RIS I.ll.l'!r'
the Formo ool the woman clearly
rae s sl had Lot torwanil soancwban
Lid anyrhirg come oul of bor onto rhe

wiinld

natw

Mevir? The cwagh sahsided. The woman
EE T o liwds Furehled  wilh
l\.-;;|_'|:l_]|_i||_.,: srovnd her hircasis, A ve b
clorh She  Teaned
apani, copped ber bands wnd apan Do
che rloth, Then she stood  op and

ansd R

rmengd. Foarward

shulfled away i Tucther davkmess

away From the beoy. A door creaked,
aml v white doel daappesrml The
Lo wnnidered what odo boese e
|1r.;:.|,|:|q_'_;,':a.:' '1_'|| |'!"\-.||,I'::‘1_'u:l_'d |_'||'|"||rl\. T
corgild smw what ke had come foer. Dle
waiiad.

wicsre arlvects came mnn leeus, Thies
white spors on he abile emeneed Thaey
woere: placedl diagonally aeros e Talbile,
Table mare. Thee was o seadll el
Black paich or the sl o, Becans
I e Propheiess was vor in che roon, U
Biary weind Boald cmngln Lo proses near e
pahli and foueh the mrs They were
crvchered s Phe by romembered
thie Do lacig chac lis morker had
crochcied  Tur che church alie, AL
Ao mTs CHLERCE] crocheied  all
awer Uee bucing Thare werc a i iaer il
T

LH

designs ot chabieos thatr carrd
Bl ef O Lo,

Vlien e by e vl sromd nloa
rratel hone stk Thene weie maey
ateerprs betore 10 Tmally cangh T,
S, e dull, orznge el of & camlle
camie onre chie Living mons, where dhe
by wean. vhresngrh o bl clesed dor,
Mo T Hheshiaed ghee livirs mosin s thi:
wonLn came n carryome a candie R
Lsabeen] pound as iF she wandered whers
wer pui thee candle, Then she saw the ash
I'l'li-\.:l‘Hl' '_||_'_|||'|; r

Cray 4 |.Il\.' AL,

twraids Rey, swar doewn aned Tirned vt

the cancdlc o the ash tray. Hot wax
Ihen The

iprighs

dipped onro the ash oray
|"'r.;_.|_|l|q_'| vy parnedd rh vl
amdd pressid s Lottorm
Uhe camdbe held

The Proplitess then peered theough
| |i:_l|l: of the candle at the boyv Her

annn tho wax

rhack lips protraded, polling the wrinkled
skin anad caving methe cheeks mo larm a
kimd of lip circle. She secniind  alwsoes
reacdy to ks, There was & hire lallowd)
rorm the fore b

1 the "i.‘lgl il & nera
: -_||u|_ Wt Fall
closed by hage, drosapang o | he-
whiirs head was 500 hups
ilsar it made her face look even smaller,

ithat separared small ey
clinds,

dovck ol

She wore a green dress aml 2 stanched

ape bl had many white crosses
Behid her,
||_ u.._l_':: Was

1l

A ning

apanmsl leerie Dsaimn Lo =
LSS

Tl I-':--ph:":"\."- L RTEEERR TR N u:_;::i.':_ amel
shyitlleel fsarels Uhe wimdow il was
Lchind  the Sl closed tha

T by .

walkmd hack tn

surbiins A e whiam
The by sw another big oeeess cn-
hack of hor cape
Ttelore siie sal ddown sha s kil s e
Lamiboes creasand el i in oo of hoer

Lpasiddersd o rhe

W han o pon sy wow wanTed el
ran?” she asked slowly
‘M
aater, wind the Loy putriag thic bouds
ul wewzer conrhe tahle

[ TE] 1 5 S T TR [} L AR lesr

“Tar ask Corp owater?' sho skl wilh
mild exclamarmn,  lookiog upoat rhe

lsamiksoen omoes I i v slreg
Vo came all the weaw e o ask
Loan water®
L gocan.” sund the s ' T
Al eaclaimnsi Th [L%S
“uppiy cbwd ot sav whar you mscant, Ak

pean.” She couglusld ] just onc
N doewen,
conrimrcd . Y ou see, vona shoaolsd e

itele man, she <and, and

whar von e, Waonls b
My

ave us all a

rer Ay
vram, are o will from the
the Beernal Wiseom., He
rebe el ol i vened o calked
e us t rk 1 kan s s in s Tolly we
(L TET R T AT TR

Moy |

L REE '\.‘fl\."'ll\.:.!'\- il

use rhem el sty 1s ML
ke
Sy pnether e asked che by, contnseild
Ly the sinlden cansiten "M e her s
shal T nieees Mascnla
Aol caclained

Y oare the son of the nurse? Does sl

Phe Fropheress
v such g hig s e 7 She anded o
lirtle el U lip crele apensd, Sbe
anilend Trke 2 prociy aemean sl o oot
wtitl Les s ler cavilivs,

The oy selased somicwal vagoely

Fevling sale bocawse  The  Propliiedess

Lrw s mmother This made Giinn ol
HE L 1 I |"|q.-||'|-'l:-\.'xi fovr a4 weliele,
he naw nask pu vhe wall
apgeesint bore 10 weas shining anml Ik

arul 1inre”

e grimecd all che e showiing rwe

ki

recth pomnting upeard s Adzuat
e Foer away an the Tar vl of ahe

wall was o pictwrg ol Jesus inow neh His

chicst was open, rewcdiog Tz hoarer
which bad many shafus of lighe rolatoge
Trasn ik, ;

e et e Teas o heart ol g

bk, iy

sorn, eontime] Fhe Propletess “Yan

are v I'll_r|_|,||.;|;,|'I indeanl, 1 e such
il |_|;|r|'r'.r_ Iemernbecr. whin whe .
e b, take Tis s tu thar

honse™ g, when she savs:s iy Loy,
ler e senad o v the shop'', e el
v sl zavs iy boy, pick upoa ook
arel roedt, |:.iq_'k unorad Bk el cemall
In all thas she o actually saving fo vou,

W

s an<d serve Tl Pwece things, hirtle

raan_ are dhe preacesr imherian:

Ther The Prophetess odoed up
e Lamiane v ag i she e som
it that the

s, She osoermaed oo lirsas Basr lareark fear

rhing lury vouldd aeer
acwhile, She comiphied dlecply weade afrer
whirh silent, her
miaving s iF sheoaere chowting,
A Lol vearer,”
Fially . She por v bod wn the otk
while sl clher  ashe hchd he
(EFVETI FIEN clossinl, sk
curnedd her Tace Lewsnds the cedmg, The
thar ket [
cnmTractod

sho wenl checks

“ltring she  sahl

il

crngs, ler ewes

breoy sitve secined e hav

inldx an PNTERSC Snei-

aein i sch o wayw Vhat e wrinkdes
seprmicd ot becorre ddeop s,

Then sl begar moospeal.,

o will noel ke this emn, b,
wr Tiagen, Always haich voonew rhings

STARFIL I, Y, 3 = 1 Fas2



lust a5 | ha
Hhimagly the deaad
Al she |'||'!_la|'

Their ¥y 7o comile Tun,

learn wro Ly pi

leaeres ol hemn honles)’

i :"\-i | L

aaved T s
it rhyr gionr

Fanrvan (i e

ILE AN E 4

; 4 3 i 5
PR e st AT e et S as

1 .'I.'I|'|._'|I|:
Iowas e lonp Slivaely Tl
Fropheress bepi
'Lalsd. s Wohen o
Yrein Wl
erls il rhamaehes o Youl Thiew el
ha? 1he Tl
venrll: s mueh crpones ey
<x minisch de b sement of rhe
Yaom, aad ool
[ A LS LT L ([

R ] | HS

1L r\l
All-peayertal!

2ol
|::'!-_'I'I_ ol

=_|l\.. Hi | =Trgs.

conhd oo (LA ||||;,"||..:

CArTs:

. Kut
Pssecr, e che wind
vl amld s aur
dinl mrivals wirh renewead
| I||."'II|_'_ Wisttweplua Samsaond Lk
comime Yo bl 0 Lesnd Yo
hima, Yo, maker oF all thi
Rittnr <vat osf

A
Wi

H] |-:|" I AT

e .. T
I"“"r"
TR T | REH T E lprwen

thar aur .

allfiy HICI, v I HIY R

wil (ST

F rhe descry Thimgs
Al il ol
1 1l

aned hatr wliia
wasivs |

q.l:\.':"\.l'lllh-'ll :

At the shops, the boy slowed
down to manoeuvre through the
crowds. He lifted the bortle ro his
chest and supported it from below
with the other hand. He must hold
on 1o that bottle. He was going to
heal his mother, He tightened the
battle u||:= Not a drop was to be
lost. The boy passed the shops.

tlans  wenl

b

Sudih |'|'l. THe |.

dvwn, The hiphe seermed e I

s U darhness Dovwed v,
vry g i
unti! rhere was
|.l|'| L| [Py T
sor sbzoony, il dhe mamm
amid Felr orha

oo up ks an

ikl el e

i L
A ciey Bloee Proamme e thee gl

and

SN LS 0T,

wulecralils:
e, The
vald sy sF rhe

v sbnmdadesied
tlowr

stre g

Than emar ol che davk. camie Thi
Frosphencss’ Diagh.
Lhe ksl
I'I"" -

bogare a5 a pipwle.
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was anlicipating cie reflex mction of
shaking off 3 falhng woros Those
worms  were  disgustngly | huge,  he
thoughs, And chere was dlse something
weeeifving about chewr beght coloues,

In the middle of the rennel, the oy
broke inme 4 s oand was out ot the
gare: free, He thought of b mother
winzing fer the hely wrarer: and Be broke
InEd mosprint cunoibg west up Thope
grpeer Towards hame. As he got o the
cnd of the streer, he nearnd che loam ol
rhe Lhar came  from the ever
crowded ‘Rarker Shaps’ and the huge
Ever Hall just behing these shops, Alrer
che hoel teirear o the house of The
Prophetess, the nose, the people, dic
shops, the steectlights, e buses and
the raxic all sermed new, Yoo, sumcliow,
he wanced oo weadd all conraet wirk all
this zetivity. I he wrned might e Qe
cormer, he would baswe o go paso the
shops inoe the Jic Moshoeshoe seroel and
s Froduny night crowds, IF he wenr [efr
he owonld have tooga past the now dack,
ghoszly  Bantu-Batho post office, and
then dowen throopl the hoge gum oess
Behind the Charceszon Clivic, ancd then
pasr the oqueet poll cowmse. The later
vty would e thster, but wed dark and
dangerons Fora mue boy, oven wicth the
spicit of The Prophetess in bome And
were dead bodies found  thers
cometimes: The hoy Lwrned lofL

At the shops, the boy slowod duwn
o manoeree chroegh the crovwsds e
Lifecd the hortle ta his chest and sugport-
cd i from below wich the other hand.
Fle muse bald oo to thar batle, T2 was
roing 2 heal his mother, He ughoened
the botde cap. Mot p drop was o bo
lasr. The bey passed the shops.

Under a street lamg judt a fow feer
froun the gare inco the Roer Flall wis 2
gang ul buys standiag in a3 tighs circle,
Ths= '|:\-|:|:.-' sloseeid chown o an ansious
strill. Who were thew? he wonderad. He
would hawe to oron past theos gquickly,
N, thers wonld he no nead. He secug-
nixecl and  Bubw, They were
with the rest of the gang from the boy's
neighbourhood. Those were e bigper
buys who were eirher in srandard six or
wers alreasy o osccondary scheol or
had jobs in town,

Timi recoprized the oy,

'Ta, sanny greetes Timi
"What's u pwecinnny like von deing
alone in the sreesrs as nighe?”

‘Hieit, bra Tim." seid rhe boy, seturn-
ing the greeting. “Just from the shops,
bira Timd, he lied, not wanting o neveal
his real misston. Somchow et weuls
oot have been appropride.

Come on, poul' weled
memiber of the gang, glazing a1 Liml, It
waz Biza., Meost of the nmes when Gie
biry hiad seen Biza, the larer was inter-
cepting A gorl and talleng e b, Some-
rimes the gitl would laugh, Somcomes

TalEe

Tl

Timi

nny,

arnrker

As soon as the bhoy's mother
saw him come . in, she embraced
him all the while saying: “1've
been so ill; for so long; E}ut I've

got you. You're my son. You're

my son. You'rc my son.” And the
boy had smelled the faint smell
of camphor on her, and he too
embraced her . . .

Mz weouid  tasl Lot until she
agreed”. 1o broad davlghr!
B T oo denying,” continned

Bira o Timi, ‘and when | dre

LLIZ1

kecp
i show
yul sumnc prool you Lurin away o greet
an ant.’

[ iy said another,
pront do wou have? Everybody koows

e, ‘whart
Lhit Sonte is a haed girl 1o per

'cl..r..!.
Fll show vou” The bov was closed out
ol the

closer chen,” swid - Brea, *and

circie s the ganp chesed m
wewurds Biza, who was at rhe rencre,
The by Bocams curows and gol elosee,
The wall was impenetrsbie, i he ool
clearly hear B

“on see? You can all sec e just
come [rom thar gl Look' See® The
egaed? Seer When | ool wowid my
tinger and then lewve i, it bollows i
aspider’s web

Well, my oman, sad somcons. Cyeu
can't degsive anvhoady wath that., 1t's
the wsual wick. A fellow hase blows s
rose ard then zpplics the mucus thers,
and then emerpes our ol the dusk saviog
hie his jusc had & girl’

‘Lets louk
another, ‘hefore we

sRid
PIFPE e d LT
the other’ And the pang pressed closely

closely,'

fAPCILE

gLzl

Aim
“You see® You see?’ Bora kapt suying,
1 rhink Baen has had tha gicl,) gaid

LT ] 1

475 rrces man, and oo el
siidl waother,

Tul wou know Bizz's cecord o these
CLlrers, geres,

“Amacher thing, how do owe know it's
fonto and nor same other orl, Where o
i owricgen on Riee’s cigar that he has
just had Sonte? Show me when
wrilren: Ronte'’ chege.

o' Jrr'-:‘-l.1:-; WL P, shint' s wonar
prablem,’ said Biza. Their ciocle went
Inoee ancd there wis just cnough tme for
the by w scr Biza's penis disappear
intu his rrowsers. A thiek licle ching,
'rh{\-l'.gl'_r che hoy, 1t linokes sacd, Tt b
foest bicen sqaccecd in retrcat against the
fly hlke a concertina, selors 1t Dially
disappeared. Then Rizz, wick a owitch
b alarn weroas his fuee, saw the boy,

s

“What did you gez
Bira. 'Fuck ooft!’

Flic boy weok his heels wondening
whar Tira could lave been doing wirh
lis prois under the srrect lamp, 1L was
funny, whatewer 0 was. [0 was silly too
Sinful. The hoy was glad that he had got
the holy water away from
amid thae none ol thetn had touchead the
hiesrrle,

And the oeachers wers right, thouogle
the buov., Sdlicess was all thnse hoys
And rhen they would go 1o
school apd fail st afzer
arad sehcasl Jdid ool g mogether,

The bosy teir strangely supernios, He
had the pewer of The Prophsress in
nim, And he was gong
puwer oo 0e his mother, chos heahng
her, Those bovs were cod healing their
merthers, They just lefr their mothers

.I"':"\. LY &

KT P

test. Hrllincas

L0 pass that

slome ar home. The by mercased his
spocel, He had o ger home quislly, 1
orned right at the chage office and
soed Lowards the clinie, e crossed b
resal town and crpcred
Mavaba Srreer. Mavaba Street was dark

amdd the by

thar wenl Lo
cowled nor sec. Bol he did
vl lower his speed. Home was noar
ricwwe, imetinet would wlos hion chere, His
PUCE W Id ::.rljl_l-;-' T the darkeness ax b
raced wlong. He lowered che bectle from
his chest and lesar hang ar che side Crom
bis hand, Like @ pendulom that was now
moving, e leoked epoac the shy as i
Jighr weould come Fromm che stars miph op
to lead bien b, B when he lowered
his Fare, be saow somctbiog suddealy
loom betore hirm, and, almost sarmolie-
neously; e felr a dull, ver parinful
TMIPELET AEAINST his thiph, Then Fallowssd
3 dull explosion, and there was o gratieg
ol meetal scomnng o sqoop up sand trom
the strect. The hoe did ool remember
hoar he Fell, biar om the gn::-l'.n-:l: he iy
clutehing 2t iy paindul thigl. A fow feet
Ry, 4 man proaned and cursed

‘Blested child! he shouted., "Shouldn's
Ilarck wonn? Just runnong :n Lhe strocl as
if vou owned r. Shic of 2 child, vou
don't even pay s Puck ofl hone
befuze | do more daimage on woul® The
man hifred ko hieyvele, 2ndd the boy saw
him srealphrening the handles. And che
man rocle awsy.

The bov raised himseit from che
ground and began o lmp bome, con-
scious of nothing else bur the pein
in his rhgh, Bal i was woc long befozse
b telc a jat of pain ar the cenire of his
chese wrad Telt lais hoaso boeaieg Gase, Aol
he became awars of the stabhing sensa
ten: ul tereer as ke thought of the
=roken hottle aned the kpll' bl senler
ard his meother wairing for him and the
witer that wouold help to cwee hes, What
winld Ais maorher spve 19 nnly he had
aol stupped o see these 51y bovs he
may mot have been ron over b 3 el
Should be go back te Lhs Foopheoess:
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The Prophetess

Mo, Uhere was the ding, 'hi_-rve- was thy
wing, threre were the worms. Flere was
The Proplctess nerscl?, She wonld po
et wrvone who wasted her proyers get
aoay withowt punisleonens, Wonld in be
Lghtning? Wonld it be the Cee of hellz
What would it be? The by Limpes

home to Tace his mothes, He woulid
walk in wonld wall
| g
Hies

to hig cdoom. 11z
it s morher's bedrsom, caer

cure, and £

the pain wn her =a
But as -h; ooy entered the yard wf
kis bome, he beasd a sound of horres
where Rex, his Jog, had
iie kennel Bex had jumpes over the
tottles, hoockiog sime stoaes agains:
the bortles ino his rush 1o snect the Loy,
And the oy rooembered she pils
botdes next te the kennel. He Ozl
gratobul ac” e embraced e dop e
selected o bole Grom che heap, Calmly,
as I be hawd koo all the tine what bic
wimld o in suck & sivsaoon, rhe hoy
walleed outl the yard wen rowards the
STeCr Tap un Mavaba Strest. And there.
dlmest  mechanically, bhe cleancd the
frortie, shabking ir oowey Limes with clean
warer. Finally, he Flled o with waler
ard wiped its curside clean apainsl b
trovecrs, He selighteees che cap, and

cogzng  from

Litipred L.

A snon ag be epened the door, he
heard D mother’™s voice in the bed-
seemicd 3 visitor hal come
whie the Loy wis awayw,

roellioge wou, Siss,
take T from mee, o beiined

[oridnmt.

ris morher was
Suving, “an
auwcge:  Pills,
IMECTIEE Wi
lagy, ana rhink o
UNTEEMEE  as  Gur
done. Snn, i that vou?

Wes. Ma,' sl the boy who Diad jus
aged the deoor wich & deliberaie Lang,

“Aond did you gor the warer?”

Woog, Mal

Clond, 1 lenew you wouhkd Rrng che
warer and Lwo cups. M Shange is here,!

The boy's eves misted with ears, Ihs

mather’s st o bim: week ke repay
wilh sech dishoresry? Hle wonld baee o
s calm, Mle wiped his creswith che hack
of his hzoel, and chen pur che botle 2aa
Lwur cups omoa tray. He wocld Lbave o
walk straight. He would laee ta kide the
vazuid lave 1o
He would have

medicines, and all chose
1zl ;.':'-:'-|||:h [ taks horhs
the wonders of the

poopic have alwars

a

paln Lo his thaph, [lx
izile o his mother,
sirnile ar the visjzor,
Amd these was bs mnther! Her Lied
faced and he osiw berons
AT A5 e TuERed ol the pasape 1o
go o the bedroom. ke bad poopped
hessell wp with rany plllows. The Doy

bl BEh
the prassage,

reeted The visitur and plased the av
"'|| thie dressing chesr claseto his oethiors
el

T oden’t know whar T owguld du
withour rhis bov,” sid the Bov's mother
a5 she Leancd on oz clbow, Hing the
bestile wath cae other hand, aod Lervicg
the cap rather laboricesy wirk rae haged
on whose elbow she was cesting.

The bov returecd 1o Lhe lfrchen and
sitl there hatening oo the volocs
sedroon., He wilchoe the candls Yame
daznerep hefore im and felt tie warmih
o the stove, What bl The Prophetess
seen im0 bimE 1le wondered. Did she sell
feel him? Did she know whar be SGad
Just done? [ hedy warer Laste oy
defferenty from ordinay watary Weld
his mothor netiee the ditferaneed Wepld
b feave mome and walk away i she did?
Who would Zical ber then?

Ll cleariy he heard his meiber,

i the

WL heow L ofecl Getrer, alveady!!
she said.
Way the Ford's work Lo praed,’

saidd Mashange.

And the bewe felr che pain o his
thigh. e bad pocren vp and walzed. He
I cavried kis bardea,

And the
vearkued i

oy smiled thinking, o had
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