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Straatwerk 
has job rehabilitation 

projects for men 
and women.

  021 425 0140

Salesian Institute 
Youth Projects

 provide education, skills 
training and rehabilita-

tion 
to vulnerable youth.

  021 425 1450

The Haven’s 
vision is to get the 
homeless home.

  021 425 4700

The Homestead 
provides residential 
care and family 
integration for boys. 

  021 461 7470

Ons Plek 
provides residential care 
while undertaking 
reunification process 
for girls.

  021 465 4829

The Carpenters Shop
provides rehabilitation 
services and skills 
training for adults.

  021 461 5508

Many children and young adults living 
on the streets have severe drug addic-
tion problems. More often than not, the 
money they receive from begging is 
used to buy their next “fix”. 

The CCID therefore requests that mem-
bers of the public do not give money or 
handouts directly. If you would like to 
help, please contact one of the listed 
organisations mentioned.

Contact the Central City Im-
provement District’s (CCID’s) 
Social Development Department 
for further information or as-
sistance.

www.capetownpartnership.co.za

  Pat  021 419 1881 | Dean  082 928 3862
Headman Sirala-Rala  082 262 0113  
Mark Williams  082 262 0112
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CV  You’re a very respected 
storyteller. What are some of 
Cape Town’s stories that need 
telling?
The stories are infi nite. They are as 
many as there are people and commu-
nities they belong to. It is not enough 
to see thousands of Capetonians in 
the streets of Cape Town on 2 January 
every year. We should also make a 
special effort to describe the impact of 
public events from the perspective of 
individuals that attend them. A single 
event would suddenly show many 
patterns and colours. The public story 
then interacts with the private story in 
a most expansive manner. 

CV  To your mind, what is Cape 
Town’s biggest challenge?
I think that the next big challenge for 
Cape Town is what I would call paying 
attention to the human fabric in the 
quilt that the Western Cape is putting 
together. I would like to see more people 
who come into the city being able to see 
something of themselves in it – from 
those living in the CBD, to those living 
further afi eld in our city and our country, 
and those coming from the African 
continent and the world. Achieving this 
is a tremendous challenge, but also a gift 
that the city can give.

CV  What’s your vision for 
Cape Town, if we meet that 
challenge?
In 10 years’ time, Cape Town will be 
a very diverse yet integrated city. You 
can’t speak of people being free if on a 
day-by-day basis they live with a sense 
of being marginalised. So I believe 
that the reconnection with our town-
ships can no longer be an add-on of 
urban development, but it must be the 
centrepiece. This doesn’t mean the end 
of the CBD. It means that previously 
excluded groups will become central 
in contributing to the decision-making, 
leadership and aspirations of our city. 

This will redefi ne the cultural experi-
ence of South Africa. 

CV  You’ve recently been elected 
chair of the Cape Town Partner-
ship.What do you hope to bring 
to this role?
I truly believe that the best egos are egos 
that are given away to the collective ego. 
In this way, the sense of the individual is 
acknowledged precisely because it has 
been shared, and often it is given back. 
I hope that what I can bring to the Cape 
Town Partnership board is an experi-
ence of how easy it is to integrate with 
different people. I grew up in a township 
on the East Rand, speaking several 
languages, surrounded by a diversity of 
people and cultures, and in proximity to 
different classes. This experience gives 
one a tremendous sense of social fl ex-
ibility. I also think that telling stories is 
very important. Being a writer, I know 
that a story can open up spaces for a good 
conversation. Stories project honesty, 
and when you work with honesty you 
are likely to achieve the best results. 
Cape Town has stories to tell, and a good 
range of issues to tackle.

CV  You’ve spoken before about 
every South African having at 
least three or four other South 
Africans in them. Can you 
explain what you mean?
Show me one South African who 
was born somewhere in this land, or 
who has grown up somewhere here 
from childhood, who has not been 
infl uenced in one way or another by 
interaction with people speaking 
another language, worshipping a 
different god, singing a different song, 
dancing a different dance, going to a 
different school, living in a different 
environment. There is not a single 
South African who can claim purity 
of language, culture, and social 
experience. Not one! If there is one 
thing that defi nes our sense of being 

indigenous as South Africans, it is our 
multicultural connections reaching 
out towards a cohesive identity. We 
have taken three centuries to develop 
it. It is amazing just how much we deny 
it. It is not entirely true that Cape Town 
at night is overwhelmingly white, or 
that Mitchells Plain and Khayelitsha 
at night are overwhelmingly black. 
Black people in the city are always 
present in their physical absence. 
Similarly, white people are always 
present in their physical absence. It’s 
just that we have all learned never 
to acknowledge that reality: that we 
all carry one another inside of us. 

To hear more from Professor 
Njabulo Ndebele, pick up a copy 
of A Rediscovery of the Ordinary, 
Fools and Other Stories or 
The Cry of Winnie Mandela at 
your local library, then visit 
www.njabulondebele.co.za

“I have found out about cities 
that there is no inherent 

contradiction between public 
space and private refl ection 

… Most people think that you 
necessarily need solitude to 

think. Incredible though it may 
seem, privacy can occur in the 

anonymity you can enjoy amidst 
the crowds of cities. Sometimes I 
crave crowds at night –then I may 

just drive through Long Street 
and feel good about being among 

people from all over the world, 
and being part of that energy.”

Njabulo Ndebele

my      town 
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Professor Njabulo Ndebele is not just an acclaimed writer and the former vice chancellor of the 
University of Cape Town – he’s a leader, a teacher, a thinker, and now the incoming board chair of 
Cape Town Partnership. What does he think and feel about the way in which he lives and works?

My Cape Town: Njabulo Ndebele

CityViews

“The city is where we
all come together. We
do so for a variety of

reasons – for shopping,
entertainment,

worship, education,
for experiencing our

togetherness (remember
the Fan Walk of the 2010

World Cup matches
in Cape Town?), for

sauntering through the
streets to be part of the
human energy fl owing
there, for rendezvous

with friends and lovers,
for good restaurants
… It is there that we

experience community
broader than the one we

each belong to.”
Njabulo Ndebele


